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CONVENTION OF THE TERRITORY 


OV NEW MEXICO. 


Ata Co ve? tee atohe City of onta Le, Lerritory of New Mexico, 
am posed fee rateseected y the penpe ot the different counties, in ceon- 
formes wal tye p on omatou ef Lt Cor. Beart, Civi and Mintary Com- 


m iila tot tae I+ EU Ivy ot Ne W Mex 0, th the absence ot Lt. Co}. J. M. 
Ws atisoleNv, Gis) oud Military Governor, the tollowing, among other pro- 
ceedings, Were Gad. 


Mospav Monsiso, September 24th, 1849. 


Un motion of Arton Jose Otero, Timas Baca was called to the chair, 
ind Tames H Oot. Pog. was reqnested to act as Secretary, pro fem. 


[hie roll ben cale h the following gentlemen appeared and answered to 
then names — 


From the county «f£ 


Bernalillo —- M inael Armjo y Mestas, Ambiosio Armio y Ortiz. 

Rio rribu—Joseph Nangle, Salbador Lucero. 

San Miri -Giezoiio Vigil, Manuel Antonio Baca. 

Santa dii - Micuel Montoya, Francisco (Tomas Baca. 

Santa Fc— Manuel Alvarez, E. Vaudiy Deroing W. Z. Angney. 

Taos — Ceran St. Vrain, Antonio Jose Martin, Antonio Leroux. 

Valencia— Juan Jose Sanches, William Curtis Skinner, Mariana Sylba, 
Antonio Jose Otero, Manuel Antonio Otero. 


On motion of Ceran St. Vrain, the Convention proceeded to the election of 


President, when the roll being called, the Rev. Cura Antonio Jose Martinez, 
was unanimously elected President of the Convention, 


D 


-_ 


On motion et Mar Moure, the Convention pro ceeded To the election a: 
Secretary 

Mr. Skinner nominated James He Quan. Psy 

lhe roll being called, the vet tocas a 

For J H. Quinn —1» 

For Win. J Pillon— | 

Mr. Quinn having received a majority of all the voles sien, Was declan 
duly elected 3;—was qualified, and entered upon the discharge of his duties 

On motion of Joseph Narele EJ Vaustin was unanimously elected do» 
keepet. É 

On motion of Joseph Nangle, a committee of three was ap pointed by th. 
chan to examine the credentials of meinbers laur qni sec is jn this Conver tien 

The President appointed sard committee, Missis Vere Shipper scd Ma 
tines. 

On inotien ob Mi, Sar cele t; Convertir 20 toere ar ib Batol oh P M 


ro. 
Lyrsise PESO -3 et hacisoM 
Ihe Committee appointed to esariineecteder tials ef tneinbors clima gsi | 
in Convention, reported the tellowsre persons as "uly entitled and qualite . 


From the County et 


Bernalillo— Manuel Armiyo y Mestas, Ambrosio Are yay Ont 

Rio Arriba—Dr. J. Nangíe, Salbador Lucero. 

San Miruel-- Gregorio Vigil, Manuel Antonio Baca. 

Santa Ana—Miguel Montoya, Tomas Baca 

Santa Fe— Manuel Alvarez, Dr. E. V. Deroin, W Z Aneney 

Taos—Ceran St. Vrai, Antonio Jose Martinez, Antonio Leroux 

Valencia — Juan Jose sanchez, William Curtis Skinuer, Manara Siibe, 
Antonio Jose Otere, Mar uel Antonio Otero 


On motion, the foregou g report was unanimen ty adopted 

Mr Deroin offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the vote on any question that may arise betore the Conven 
tion, shall be taken by ballot, when called for by two meinbers, 

On which, the question being taken, was determined in the negative Ayes 
and Nays, as follows :— 

Aves— MoecsstsAngney, Alvarez, Deroin, Nangle, Lucero, Martinez— 6 

NAvs—Skinner, Ay J Otero, Sanchez, Sylba, M A. Otero, A Armij M 
Armijo, Montoya. Baca, (Santa Ana.) St. Vrain, Leroux, Baca, (San Miguel.) 
Vigil—13. 

Mr. St. Vrain moved that the Convention proceed to the election of a Defe- 
gate, to represent the interests of this "Territory in the Congress of the United 
States, which was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

Aves —15,—Naye--4, 

Whereupon, the Convention proceeded to the election of a Delegate to the 
Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Skinner nominated Hugh N. Smith 

The roll being called, the election resulted as follows > 

For Hugh N. Smith, —Messis. Skinner, Otero, Sanchez, Sylba, M. Otero 
A. Armijo, Montoya, Baca, (San Miguel.) Baca. (Santa Ana.) Vigil. St, Vram. 


Martinez. Leroux, Lucero, M. Artmnija-- 15, 
* 


Tot Richard H Weizhtimn ? Welty, Miser Derom d 

Por Joab Houghton, Nangsle ] 

Whereapon, Hugh NOS tow se chared duly chete das Delegate of this 
ferettory te the Conic oot thie D Stite- 

Onaotronof VJ, Otere the e Thet q Qoi cv committee of five to 
tepe the baw ef a Con tituli su Woe gveramert of the Territory, and 
restinetions for the conaderatior cf the Dilegite to Congress, which was 
ron cr nne aly adopte 1. u 

Lhe President apport “dW Z Aneney. Jo eph Nangle, Wr C Skinner, 
laca. (Santa Ana.) and A J Otero, sald comu tee 

Oomtimof A Arpare © ryertrer albionpre Poul 10 eb eh.toem sipo 


Pio.svas Monsisc, 10 o'clock. 


E Apc ay ea op cae AE oeste used the county of Bernalillo, 
p cy de Aes the a dle gene nof AA and M Armio. as delegates from the 
ccol Bern sillo, to this convention, and. elaining that Antonio Sandoval 
i Juan Perevareentit! | to scat. an the corvention as delegates from the 
roty oot Barablio. whieh wa tetor d fo the committee on eleetions 
O 0» tae Moe FAJ ( ' Pl? oftelock, P M. 


* * ` 
borse Sisson: Rowach, r.v 


Mr Shiner, tioa the Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the 
petition of citizens ot Bernalillo county made the following report: 

e Phe majotity of tlie Committee on Elections, to whom was referred tke 
petition of sundry citizens of Bernalillo county, beg leave to report against 
the petition and protest, andin favor of the leg ihity of the election of A. and 
M. Armies deles te from. al county, and that Mi. Angney have leave to 
withdraw sard petition ` 

Mi Xngnevy, as fhe minority of said committee, made a minoriiy report in 
favor ol A. Sandoval and J. Perea, and mos ed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Antowro Sandoval and Juan Perea, are entitlea to seats in 
this convention, as delegates lom the county of Bernalillo. ; 

ihe question being on agreeing to sdid resolutior , was decided in the nega- 
tive, as follows: 

Avis—Angney, Alvarez, Deroin, Nangle-— 1. 
w?NAYS—Messis, Vigil, Baca, (San Miguel,) Lerous, Martinez. St Vrain, Lu- 
cero, Baca, ( Santa Ana.) Montoya, M. Armijo, A. Armio, M. A. Otero, A.J 
Otero, Sylba, Sanchez, Skinner—16. ` 

On motion of Mr, Sylba, Convention adjonii ed untl to-mnerre w morning, al 
9 o'clock 


va 


WipNzsDA y, Monuvisc Session, 9 0, s, Sept. 26, 1849, 


On motion ob. Vn. A Armijos it was 
Resales? That his Vxcelleney, 4, M. W lunetor malta aad caval enm 


emor of this Perrifory the dis weed "heus uoc Cerb ad the Seat 
of the TYeiritosv, hers tollo, oat gn this to s o: b taaba ect ra 
ol tw o members be ap "es By ae Deter cte V ab nup p ad getlen 

a 
and inform them of this i4 ofna 

The President appar ocd Mo fu C 03 B® X4 FP is yer eee P3 
Bacay said econiunddte 

In coinphance with the Fforegonz des but n, Los Pxecdteréy. wos. V 
ington, Hon Joab Houghton. ere of the Justices i1 the Suji Coat, H 
Donaciano Vigil, Secretary of the Territory, appeared, and were escotted by 
sau committee, Viessrs. St Vran and Dae pte e sth toe Breeadean! 

A majority ob the coraeitter aper tr i tegqepeut the boos ob a Coretituti 
forthe Aeriitors ab Sow “exe nda otoo V Hows bs Y n Charman, M 
Skinner. 

BE D comer? Na 44 | 
Which report wasrecenveda 1| oceaac i Te 9t th, oT 
Mr. Nanyzle presented à iis osiity depositit na ae oe d) nat se 


[eee Docame t No In j 


Which report was received and placed upon tietara 
On motion of Mr Vigil, Convention adjourned anti Eolo Kk, P M 


Evenine Srsston, - 4 o clock, P. m 


Mr. Skinner offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the report ot the committee appointed to prepare a plans as. 
basis for a Zerritorial Government for the Territory of New Mexico. and i 
structions for the government of our Delegate to Congress, and which report 
has already been before the Convention, beadopied ; and our Delegate be, a 
hereby is instructed to car ry ont «atl recommendations. so far as they may Le 
practicable in Congres+3 and that our sarl Delegate be governed by the in- 
structions as reported which resolution was adopted 

On motion of. Mr Ningle, the report of the inatotity of the committer was 
was taken up for consideration, and voted upon secher by section, to-wit. 

Article Ist agreed fo,——Sections 1,2,3, 1,4, 6 and 7 of article 2d agiced to 

On the adoption of section 3, article 2d, Mr. Angney moved to stiike out 
& twenty four," and insert “twenty one.” Amendment was rejected. 

Section R. Mr. Angney moved to amend by striking out all aller the words. 
and all those," and insert, “free white male inhabitants residing within the 
limits of this territory, not already citizens of the United States, but who,on 
the 2d day of February, 1813. were residents within the Perrtory of New 
Mexico, on such person taking an oath oir athi mation. before the Superior or 
Cireutt Courts of the Territory. or betore the Cireuit or Distrie* Court of the 
United States, to renounce and adjnre allegiance to every torei rince, Po- 
tentate, State or Sovereignty whatever -=y hich amendment we inanimous- 
Iy ado sted 
“ Sections 9, 10, EL and 12, were adopted unar best y. 

Section & Mi. Vngnev moved fo strike ont stwothiuds. and msert, in dieu 
thereof, ^a majority7—w hich was rejected, Ayes 3,— Nav» Lo, 

The question then. upon the adoption of the section occuiring. was arer 
mined. Ayes 15,— Nays 3. i 

Section 11 and 15, unanimously adopted 


^ 
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serung J, Abos Pos i. .cction Ist, unanuncusly adopted, 
aoa, a 2d. Mrs Aten y niovea to strike out all occurring before the words, 
Ogni aoo Jill and in E n b eathlereof, tht the Supreme Court consist 
lcu Au rea el west Lose sd pepe slate Judge, and the other three 
to be p, pad Jal. edo ihe bh oure add PEPA of Jaw cases, and 
2a v sd net squetit Pao be thease a of appeal.— «nd the Judge who 
Uuiea the ca e shell not be atc wea to «ut an the Appelate Courts: which 
de E Was Undidbuutisl adopte a, and the question being upon the adop- 
trowof the seehon as istis sd sas deterininced in (ie affiimativc—Ayes 19. 
sections 8, band ^. us ani aou iy adopted 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


meet . 1. E us 1: E LS 1 oe EE ‘yr n : ted. 

Fhe a^ zm (010 nats of the committee. for the gov- 
ER vile, AR A MILITE e sere then unartimously adopted ; and 

Qo t uot Mou X "ot s a ih utional instructions were added, 
4 TOE 


oua feo SALUJO 12 and 15 were adopted, 

Do c ey nevelit tale ections A 7 ard 12, of the minority report, be 
addeida darth tan Soutien wh.  howas rejected, 

On pioto ot Mi Bees, ot Santa Ane, 

Revagliceds That eo arn additienal instiucfion, out Delegate be instructed to 
urge npon Congress the establishment of a Zribural of Conciliation i in all ciy- 
il eases, whieh was TUO 

On motion of Mr. Sanchez, Don Francisco Saracino was unanimously elect- 
ed Delegate to Congress, alternative to Hugh N, Smith, in case of accident or 
inalififty on the paf of the fatter. 

On ii tion ot. Mi Leroux, 

Robu d. dh tthe proceedir es of this Convention Le signed by the Presi- 
ce for Seserepan that at least one hundred copies be printed for the use 
of ost De crate niter pubhe distributien, 

Or, motion, Mr Lucero, the thanks of the Delegates were tendered the of- 
heer. of this Cer vention, 


| [DOCUMENT No. 9.] 


The undersigned. majority of a committee, to whom was confided the 
highly responsible and Ryn ay ol preparing a plan to be recommended 
fo Congress, as the basis upon whch we desne the civil government of the 
tertiory of New Mexico to be formed, have, after giving to the subject the 
mature consideration which its great importance to our future welfare, asa 
people, merits, cecided upon the following as our report, and which we re- 

pectfully submit to the convention for their AaproN tL 


2 


b 


Nerlion 1. On the subject ot the Feecstiee Potes We qceeminet d flat tp. 
executive power in and over New Mexico, shall be vested in a Governa 
shall hold his office [or four years and uir il bis successor shall be appointed 
aud qualified, unless sooner removed by the President of the United state 
The governor shall reside tà said tertitorv 3 shall be eommander-dr-ehiot (i 
the militias and shall perform t! e duties ard reeeive the emelumente cf eu 
jerintendent of Indian affairs. He may grant pardono fer offenees agai t 
ae of said territory, and. reprieves for offences agaist laws et the United 
States, until the decision of the President can be made Anewn thereon. He 
shall commission all officers who shall be apporsted to office under the las 
of said territory, and see that the laws be Faithibilly esccsted; Heshall fies 
time to time, inform the Legislative Assembly of the coos ti of theterrit 
Peane shall recommend atl necessary measures, at lopo y convene them o, 
extraordinary oceastons by proclamation, stating the purpe e toi which they 
were convened. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be asecrefary of saab fesritery, who shall ress 
therein, and hold his office for four years, nnb ss sooner relieved by the Pre 
sident of the United States. He shall record and preserve aff the laws ane 
proceedings of the legis! tive. assembly, hereinatter constituted, ancl all the 
acts and proceedings vi tue Governor in his executive department, 

He shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive pre 
ceedings, on or before the first day of Deceiuiber, in eain year, tothe Presi 
dent of the Untted States; and at the same tune, two cope ci the laws to th 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, fo. 
the use of Congress. And in case of the death, remeval, resignation o1 neces 
sary absence of the Governor from the territory, the secretary shell be, an: 
he is hereby authorized and required to execute and perform all fhe power 
of the governor during such vacancy or necessary abrence, ci, util anothe 
governor shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy. 


Arn. 2.-- LEGISLATIVE POWER. 


Sec. 1. We recommend that the Legislative power and authority of sard 
territory of New Mexico, shall cougist of a Governor and Legislative Assem- 
bly, which Assembly shall consist of a Counsel and. House of Repiresenta- 
tives. 

"Sec. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of members to be cho 
sen every two years by the qualified electois of the several counties, and the 
Legislative Council shall consist cf member, to be chosen every four years 
by the qualified electors of their respective districts. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be eligible to the House of Representatives whe 
shall not have attained to the age of 21 years, who shall not be a free male 
citizen of the territory of New Mexico, who shall not have been an inhabit- 
ant of the county he may be chosen to represent, at least six mouths prece- 
ding his election. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be eligible to the Legislative Council who shall 
not have attained to the age of thirty years, who shall nof be a free male citi- 
zen of the Territory of New Mexico, and who shall not have been an inhab- 
itant of the district which he may be chosen to ii ae, at least six montha 
preceding his election, if such district shall be so long established ; but if not, 
then of the district or districts, from which the same may have been taken. 

Sec. b. The Legislative Council shall never be more than one third as nu- 
merous as the House of Representatives, for the election of whom, the Ter- 
ritory shall be divided into convenient districts, which may be altered from 
time to time, and new districts established as public convenience may require 


7 


eo sec. b. ‘The General Assembly shall divide the Tertitory into a conyenierit 
number of counties, and shall apportion the members of the House of Repre- 
sentative: among the same. according to the free male population, but the 


whole number of its members shall never exceed twenty-one, until otherwise ee 

directed by the Legmlative Assembly. , PT 
Sec. 7. Until the Legislative power otherwise direct, the Territory of New. , RES 

Mexico shail retain the division of counties and distriets established by the >> ae. 


decree of the department of New Mexicos of June 17th, C819, and they shall 
he represented as follows: In the House of Representatives, the county of 
Santa Fe shall have three members sathe county of Rio Arriba, thrée ; the . 
county of Valeucia, five; the count? of Taos, three; the county of Santa a 
Ana, two y the county gf Bernalillo, twa. : a e og : 

lu the Legislatise Council, the central district shall have three members 5 | 
the northern district, two members 5, which apportionment shall continue un- ` 
til otherwise direeted by law, 

Sec. 8. All free male citizens of said Territory, who shall be residents 
thereof at the time of (he passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote, and , 
shall be eligible to any office at the first election, but the qualification of vo- 
ters and of holding offive, shall, at all subsequent elections, be prescribed by 
the Legislative power. \ ; 

Provided, That the right of suffrage and of holding office, «hall be exercis- 
ed only by the citizens of the United States, and all tho-segfree white male in- 
habitants residing within the limits of New Mexico, not already citizens of 
the United States, but who, on the 2d day of February. 1818, were residents 
within the Territo. y of New Mexico, and such persit s Sahin en oath or af- 
firmation before the Superior o1 Cireait Courts of the Ter *s.er before the 
Circuit or Distriet Court of the United States, fo reneuh seu abi ae allegi- 
ance to every foreien Prince, Poteufate, Stifte or Socico o^ V su ote wer’ 

Sec, 9. The Legislative power of the Terreny has ^e e anrhitful 
subjects of legislation, consistent with the Con stitwios $5 60. Stt NO, 
tax shall be imposed upon the property of the U. state i: s iSi fhe katla or 
other properly of non-residents be taxed higher than the lani eu other pro- 
perty of residents. p 22 91 

Sec. 10. All the laws pa-sed,by the Legislative & serahly and Governor, 
shall be submitted to the Congress of the United Mates, adil disapproved, 
shall be null and of no effect, 

Sec. 11. The Governor of the Territory shall order the first election for 
members of the Legislative Assembly, and it shall be held at such times and 
places, and be conducted in such manner as he shall direct. . 

Sec. 12, Any bill may originate in either house, and may be altered, amen- 

ded or rejected, hy the other houses and shall be rend on three different days 
in each house ;—anl having passed both houses, shall be signed by the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives and the President of the Legislative 
Council, and presented to the Governor for his approval. If he approve the 
same, he shall sign it. If he disapprove the same, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to the house in whieh it originated, within six days. 
: Sec. 13. That House shall cause the objections to be entered at large upon 
its Journal, and shall reconsider the bill, If aftera bill shall have been re- 
turned, and reconsidere: by both Houses, it shall again pass by a vote of two 
thirds of each House, it shall become alaw without the approval of the Gov- 
ernor. 

If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within six dàys after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall bea law in like manner as if 
he had signed its unless the Legislative Assembly, by adjournment, prevent it, 


at 


ked 


Sec. 14. Bach House of the Legislatie 3s enihly hall jedge ef the cle. 
live qualifications of its members. and make ifs cen rides ct procecdirgs 

Sec. 15. No person who now is, or hereafler tray he à e ieclor or fab 
of publie money, or assistant or deputy thereof? she 1E be eligdde to ony offiee 
of profit or trust, until he shall have (econuted fir; end paid over all mones 
for which he may be accountable as such collector or helder, end no pervis 
who shall have directly or indirectly given any bribe fo preeure his electi: 
or appointment to any office, or who shall have been couvieted cf periury oc 
other infamous crime, shall be eligible fo ony olive of boser profit or trie, 
within this Territory, or shall be allowed the right of suffra. 


Arr. 3.-JUMCLAL POWER. * 


Sec. 1l. We recommend that the J ereid Power ef sabl "Teriturv ot New 
Mexico, shill be vested in a Sar: ue 6 ond, Cireudt Conty and: eh othe 
inferior tribunals as shall be established fa daw. 

Bec. 2. The Sapreme Court shall vere tf of fear Jade oo one ta be Si 
preme or Appellate Judge, arid tye ather three fo be Dystuet dudes. fer toe 
hearing and adjndieation of law cases ntl co dal ofthe Supreme Judge in 
all cases of appeal; and the Judge who tied the ease shall not be allowed 
to sit in the Appellate Court and who shill bobl two tersi of said court in 
each year, at the seit of goverment of said Perriory 5 and they shall hal! 
their offices during the period of tive yours, , 

One of the Judizzes shall be gssimsd to eich of the di hiels into which the 
Territory of New Mexico is now Civiteds ail withia said districts, shall 
hold Circuit Courts at such times mily tice as hull be alestenated by law. 
and they sholl respeetively reside in the brief. which chill be a dgged 
them. 

See. 3, The jurisdietion of fhe Enpreise ied Crest Centu ard ef thein- 
ferior tribunals of postive, sh il Be fied by how. but the Sts paene ara 
Circtit Courts shall possess Chancery i8 well is common uiri Beni. 

The Supreme and Cireuit Comte hall appoint thin owp eteri asd every 
clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the eiut by which fie shall have 
been appointed. 

Writs of error, bil's of exception, att appeals, shall be allowed in all eases 
from the final decisions of said Cureurt. Courts to the Supreme Court. under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by law, bat ur ue cate removed to the 
Supreme Court shall trial by jury he allowed in sant court, ‘ 

Sec. 4. Writs of error and appeals fiom the final decisions of -aid Supreme 
Court shall be allowed, and may Se taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the same manner and under fhe same aU as frum the Circuit 
Courts of the (I, States, when the value of the property or the amonne of the 
controversy tp be ascertained by the oath or affirmation. of either party, or 
other competent witnesses, shall exceed the sum of vue thousand dollars. * 

Sec. 5. And each ef sail Circuit Courts, shall have and exercise the same 
jurisdiction in all eases arising under the Constitution and laws of the U, Sa 
as is vesied inthe cire if and distriel courts of the U. States; and the first six 
days of every term of sail Comts or so maeh thereof as shall be necessary, 
shall be appropriate to the tial of causes arising under said Constitution and 
laws ;—-and writs of error amd appeal in all such cases, shall he made to the 
Supreme Court of said Territory, the same asin other cases. 

The Clerks of the Supreme and Circuit courts shall receive sueh fees and 
compensation as shall be prescribed by law, 


t 


9 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Section Ist: We recoinmend that there shall be appointed a United States 
District Attorney, who shall hold his office for four years, unless sooner re- 
inoved by the President 

Sec. 2: There shall also be a Marshal appointed, who shall hold his office 
for four years, unless sooner removed by the President; and who shall exe- 
cute all processes issuing from said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction 
as courts of the United States, 

He shall be subject to the same regulations and penalties as the Marshal of 
the District Courts of the United States in their Territories. 

. Sec, 8. The Governor, Secretary of the Territory, Chief Justice, and asso- 

ciate Justices, Attorney and Marshal, shall be appointed by, and with the ad- 
vice and consent ofthe Senate, appointed by the President ef the United States; 
and shall receive such compensation and salaries as the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States may allow, . ` 

Sec. 4: All persons appointed or elected, to any office within the Territory 
of New Mexico, shall, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of their 
offices, take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and faitbfully demean themselves in office. 

Sec. 5: A Delegate to the House of Representatives of the United States, 
to serve for the terin of two years, may be elected by the voters qualified to 
elect members of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same 
rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from other 
Territories of the United States, to said House of Representatives. And the 
time and places of holding and conducting said election, shall be prescribed 
by the Legislative Assembiy. 


i 


[DOCUMENT No. 10.) _ 


na ? i c 
"The people of New “Mexico, through their representati*es, assembled in 
«onvention, held in Santa Fe, give the following instructions to the delegate 
‘elect, (Hugh N. Smith;) to the Congress of the United States :— | 

ist: That these instructions be strictly followed, and the matters herein 
set forth, without deviation by said delegate. 

2d; That, in case a Territorial government may be obtained, he shall pre- 
fer it to a State-government, and shall take for his grounds the late acf, con- 
stituting the people of Minesota into a Territorial Government, and shall iu- 
sist upon provisions at ledst us favorable :— 

3d: That we shall have incorporated into the ordinance, constituting a Terri- 
torial government, the following provisions :—. ` 

That the rights of citizenship be conferred on all free, while, male inhabit- 
ants, residing within the limits of this Territory, not already citizens of the 
U. States, but who, on the 2d day of February, 1848, Were residents within the 
Territory of New Mexico, on such persons taking an oath, or affirmation, be- 
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fore the superior or cirenit court of the Territory, or before the circuit or 
District court of the United States, to reuounce and abjure every foreign 
prince, potentate State or sovereignty whatever. ; 

4th: That he insist upon the establishment of a Judiciary by the constitu- 
tion o four gages, one lo be Supreme or appellate Judge. and the other 
three to be District Judges for the hearing and adjudication of Iaw cases and 
associates of the Supreme Judge in alb cases of appenl, and the Judge who 
tried the case, shall not be allowed to sit in theappellate court, 

5th: That he shall resist the constitution of a territorial government, 
unless, the making of laws for our government are confined to a General As- 
sembly, to consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

6th: That he shall define the boundaries of New Mexico as follows :— 
Bounded north by the Indian Territory, west by California, south by the 
oun y line between Mexico and the United States, and east by the State of 

exas. 

7th: That said delegate shall urge the establishment ofa branch of the mint 
of the United States, in New Mexico. 

Bth: That he shall insist upon the permanent establishment of two regi- 
ments of troops within the Territory. ' 

9th: Zhatone of said regiments shall be raised, organized, and officered 
within this Territory and constituted of the sturdy mountaineers and native 
citizens. 

10th: T'hathe shall have inserted in said Constitnlion a provision which 
shall secure the compliance with contracts between master and servant, ac- 
cording tothe intent of the parties. ; 

lith: That he shall urge the establishment olas fort in fhe heart of the 
Navijo country, to protect the prople against the incursions and robberies of 
this formidable and marauding Zndian tribe, 

12th: That heshall have inserted in said constitution, a provision to pio- 
tect the people against unjust or malicious litigation, and securing to all per- 
sons, who havea possession of land, or real estate, for twenty years, wilhout 
interruption, a full and indefeasible title. 

13th : Butin case the obtention of a Territorial Government be not feasible, 
but thatof a State Government be mod he shall acceptone and pro- 
ceed to its organization ; taking for his model the present Constitution of Mis- 
souri, so far as the same isapplicable to our condition, and adhering strict- 
ly aş may be to its provisions, under the following conditions :— 

Ist: That the Congress of the United States shall extend the same 
liberality towards us that she has to all the new States. 

2d: That, as our Publie Landsare comparatively worthless, and the grant of 
$500,000 acres be impracticable, that said delegate insist on an equivalent in 
money, or at least, that the United States pay us annually $30,000 for the peri- 
od often years, for the purpose of sustaining such Government, 

3d: That all the public lands within our limits, unless mineral lands, and 
salines, be devoted to the Territory for school purposes, fo be disposed of and 
applied by the State Legislature. . 

4th: That the five per cent and two per cent, given by Congress, ta the 
States, be also daniel to New Mexico. . 

5th: T'hat liberal applicalions be made for the establishment of Colleges, 
and common schools, and suitable institutions for the promotion of the arts and 
sciences. 

Gth ; That $100,000 be donated in lieti of public buildings, which if we were 
1o receive a Territorial Government, Congress would be forced to expend for 


that purpose. . : 
14th 5 That said delegate urge the appointment of a suitable person, to he 
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appointed by the President, and paid at the expense of the United States, to 
make a geological survey within the Territory of N. Mexico. — . 

15th: That the Jaws of Mexico, heretofore in force, regarding the mineral 
lands, and the working of the mines, be continued in force by making a Con- 
stitutional provision to that effect. 

16: That it shall be the duty of our delegate in Congress to have inserted 
in every organic Jaw, made for this Territory, a provision which shall pro- 
tect the people in the exercise of theirrelative operations and a and to 
secure the catholic population in the full and free enjoyment of all their reli- 
gious rights and privileges. 

17th; That the provisions that the delegate is instructed to have inserted. 
in the Constitution of a Territorial Government, shall also be inserted in the 
Constitution of a State Government,in case such Government be established. 

18th : That a copy of this instrument be sent to the president of the United 
States, and another to the House of Representatives, to be laid before Con- 
gress. 


PLN RN 


INSTRUCTIONS AS ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION. 


We, the people of New Mexico, in convention assembled, having elected a 
Delegate to represent this Territory, in the Congress of the United States, and 
te urge upon the Supreme Government a redress of our grievances, and the 
protection due to usas citizens of our common country, under the Constitu- 
tion, instruct him as follows; That whereas, for thelast three years, we have 
suffered under the paralyzing elfects of a government undefined and doubtful 
in its character, inefficient to protect the rights'of the people, or to discharge 
ilie high and absolute duty of every Government, the enforcement and regular 
administration of its own laws, in consequence of which, industry and enterprise 
are paralyzed,and discontent end confusion prevail throughout the land. The 
want of proper protection against the various barbarous tribes of Indians that 
surround us on every side, has prevented the extension of settlements upon our 
valuable public domain, and rendered utterly futile every attempt to explore 
or develope the great resources of the Territory. Surrounded by the Eutaws, 
Comanches and Apaches, on the north, east and south, by the ‘Navijos, on the 
avest, with Jicarillas, within our limits, and without any adequate protection 
against their hostile inroads. Our flocks and herds arg driven off by thou- 
sands, our fellow-citizens, men, women and children, are murdered or carried 
into captivity. Many of our citizens of all ages and sexes are at this moment 
suffering all the horrors of barbarian bondage, and itis utterly out of our 
power to obtain their release from a condition to which death would be pref- 
erable. The wealth of our Territory is being diminished. We have neither 
the means nor any adopted plan by government for the education of therising, 
generation. In fine, with à government temporary doubtful, uncertain and in- 
efficient in character, and in operation, surrounded and despoiled by barba- 
sous foes, ruin appears inevitably before us, unless speedy and effectual 
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protection be.extended to us by the Congress of the U, States. 4 nereiore, it is 

Resolved, that our Delegate to Congress is hereby instructed to urge im- 
pressively upan the Government the necessity of a propérly argamized and 
efficient Military force, competent in numbers. to the entire subjection of our 
Indian enemies, that a part of said force should consist of a Regiment of 

: Mounted Rangers, levied from this Territory. DAE 
_ Resolved, that-he urge upon Congress the imperative necessity for the estab- 
lishment of a sufficient {nud or resources for the education of the neople, that 
all Salines or Salt Lakes be placed in possession of the Territorial Govern- 
ment for the free use and benefit of the people, 

Resolved, that he ask the necessary appropriations from Congress, for the 
erection of Territorial and county buildings, for a Library at the Capitol, for 
the use of the Government, for the erection of public high- ways, aud the ex- 
tension of Past Roads thronghout the Territory. . 

. Resolveed, That he ask of Congress, the appointment of suitable persons of 
capacity, and practical knowledge, with necessary appropriations, to effect a 
careful geological survey of the Territory. 

Resolved, That he ask the insertion of a clause in the Constitution of the 
Territory, proteeting the people in their religions rights as Catholics, and 
prohibiting alt possibility of the interference of either Military or Civil tribu- 
nals, with the rights and privileges of the Catholic Church. 

That he shall define the boundaries of New Mexieo, as follows z Bounded 
north by the Indian Territory, west by California, south by the bounday line 
between Mexico andthe United States, and east by the State of Texas. 

‘That Fe shall insist upon. the permanent establishment of two regiments of 
traps within the territory. : 

‘That one of said regiments shall be raised, organized, and officered within. 
this Territory, and coustitated ofthe hardy mountaineers and native citizens. 

That he shall have inserted in said Constitution a provision which shall 
secure the compliance with contracts between master and servant, according 
to the intent of the parties. 

That he shall urge the establishment of a fort in the heart of that Navijo 
country, to pratect the people against the incursious and robberies of the for- 
midable and marauding Indian tribe. MER . 

Thatheshall have inserted in said Constitution a provision to protect the 

eople against unjust or malayolent litigation, and securing to all persons who 
avea possession of]and, or real estate, for twenty years without interrup- . 
tion, a full and indefeasible title. : 
Ea That the laws of Mexico, heretofore in force, regarding the mineral lands, 
and the working of mines,pe continued in force by making a consfitutiona} 
provision ta that effect. | 


| ANTONIO JOSE-MARTINEZ, President. 
' JAMES.H, QUINN, Secrétary, j 


